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The system doubtless originated from count-
ing on the fingers, as I for one, II for two,
III for three, IIII for four. Then it became
customary to write five with four vertical
lines and a slant line across them. Probably
from this device the use of V for five was
evolved. Two V7s placed point to point form
X the symbol for ten. C, the initial for cen-
tum, meaning hundred, stands for 100; M, the
initial for mille one thousand, is the symbol
for that number, L is the symbol for fifty
and D for 500. The method of writing is
simplified by subtraction* Instead of writing
IIII for four, it is expressed by IV, the small
number before the larger indicating that it is
to be subtracted; thus we have XL for forty
and MCM for 1900.
ROMANOFF, ro'nwn awf, the name of the
family that ruled Russia from 1613 to 1917.
Feodorovitch Romanoff, of the royal house
of Rurik, was chosen by the half-barbarous
nobles of Russia ruler of the country in 1613,
and was given the title of czar. Nineteen
Romanoffs in succession continued to rule
Russia, until the last, Nicholas II, was de-
posed in 1917. Only two of this number won
distinction by their statesmanship; these were
Peter the Great, who found Russia almost
disorganized and developed it into a strong
nation, and Catherine the Great, who made
her country respected in the courts of other
nations.
The other rulers pursued a narrow policy
that shut Russia from the rest of the world.
Under them Russia was ruled by autocratic
officials who oppressed the people and
stamped out with utmost cruelty any attempt
on part of the common people to have a voice
in the government. Their influence was so
strong that no legislative body was tolerated
until early in the twentieth century, and then
for several years it was not permitted to ex-
ereise any power. But the people were
gradually gaining political strength, and fi-
nally, exasperated over conditions brought
about by the World War, on March 15,1917,
the Duma, or Russian national legislative as-
sembly, compelled Czar Nicholas II to abdi-
cate. He named his brother Michael his suc-
cessor, but the latter refused to assume the
responsibility unless it was the people's will,
and the role of the Romanoffs came to an end.
The members of the Imperial family were
imprisoned in the Tsarkoe-Selo Palace. Later
they were removed by the Bolshevik govern-
ment to Tobolsk, Siberia, then to Ekaterin-
 burg, where the ex-czar was executed by order
of the Bolsheviks, probably on June 16,1918.
See nicholas II.
RO'MANS, epistle to the, the most ela-
borate and important letter of Paul the Apos-
tle. It was written at Corinth, a. d. 57 or
58, and expressed Paul's desire to visit Rome.
The burden of the letter was the Apostle's
doctrine of justification by faith, through
which he showed how the Christian dispensa-
tion was extended alike to Jews and Gentiles.
This doctrine was accepted by Luther as the
foundation of his system, and it is one of the
most important articles in the creeds of Prot-
estant Churches.
ROMANTICISM, ro man'ti siz'm, in the
literature of Western Europe, the name given
a movement having for its purpose the rise
and development of imagination and sensi-
bility in both the prose and poetry. Roman-
ticism indicated the tendency of ninteenth-
century authors to free literature from the
Greek and Roman formalism which had for
many years considered form of greater im-
portance than thought and sentiment. At
the beginning of the movement Pope was con-
sidered the greatest English poet, because of
the correctness of his verse. James Thomp-
son in 1727-1730 published his Seasons, in
which for the first time attention was given
to nature. This poem may be considered as
the first to attract attention to 'the new
movement.
Gray's 'Elegy, Goldsmith's Deserted Village
and Cowper's Task gave impetus to the
movement, which later reached its height in
Scott, Byron, Shelley, Keats, Wordsworthj
Coleridge and Burns. In Germany the lead-
ers in the opposition to classic ideals in liter-
ature were Lessing and Herder; Goethe's
Sorrows of Werther is one of the extreme
products of the movement. But the name
Romantic School is usually given in Germany
to the group of which the chief members were
the brothers Sehlegel, Novalis, Tieck, Sehell-
ing and Schleiermacher. Victor Hugo, by
the publication of his Odes and Ballads, in
1826, and of his Cromwell, shortly afterward
became the leader of the romantic movement
in France.
EOMAN WALLS, walls constructed by the
Romans, on the northern boundary of Bri-
tain, to protect the country from incursions of
the Piets and Scots. The Wall of Hadrian,
built a. d. 120, extended between the Tyne
and the Solway. The wall was strengthened

